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DDaatteess  ttoo  RReemmeemmbbeerr      
 
 
TEACHER WORKDAY 
January 18, 2008 
 
MARTIN LUTHER KING HOLIDAY 
January 21, 2008 
 
Gulf Coast Leadership Conference 
Sandestin Golf & Beach Resort 
February 1 ï February 2 
 
OCEA Executive Board Meeting 
OCEA Office 
February 7, 2008 
 
School Board  Meeting  
BAO 
February 11, 2008 @ 6:00 PM 
 
Elementary Early Release 
February 13, 2008 
 
BR Meeting 
OCEA Office 
February 14, 2008 
 
PRESIDENTôS DAY HOLIDAY 
February 18, 2008 
 
School Board Meeting 
Crestview Courthouse 
February 25, 2008 @ 4:00 PM 
 
Read Across America 
March 3, 2008 

DDiirreecctt  LLiinnkkss  

Master Contract 

2007-08 Salary Schedules    

myocea.org 

Job Descriptions 

OASIS Job Transfers 

School Discretionary Funds 

 

 

SShheeii llaaõõss  SShhoouutt ss  
 

The end of the semester is a busy time for all of us.  
As you are working to complete report cards and 
grade semester exams I would like to take this 
moment to wish everyone a very happy 2008.   

  
This year, as you know, our country will be electing a new 
president.  I want to assure you that your professional dues do 
NOT go toward any national political campaigns.  The funds that 
are given to candidates from our national organizations are 
collected separately by members who choose to donate money to 
national political campaigns.  Your dues are used for legal 
representation and services such as  providing teachersô a voice in 
educational  policy-making in Tallahassee; enabling  us to hire our 
own staff (executive director and secretaries), operate our own 
office and ensure we have local control over decision-making 
within OCEA.   Your PAC dues (50 cents per month), which may 
be refunded, goes to support candidatesô in the State of Florida 
and our own local candidates running for School Board or 
Superintendent.   
 
January 18th   is a teacher workday. There should be no in-service 
or any other type of meetings scheduled on this day.  Please let 
me know if you are being asked to do anything other than work in 
your room.   
  
As spring rolls into town, we will be sending out a negotiation 
survey.  Please begin to consider what issues you would like your 
organization to address. 
 
As always I am at your disposal.  You may email me or call at 217-
9043.    

Sheila Olsen, President 

 

OOkkaalloooossaa  TTeeaacchheerr ss  SSnnuubb  MMAAPP..   ..   ..AAggaaiinn  
The votes are iné..Teacher in Okaloosa County have voted for a 
third time not to participate in the stateôs Merit Award Program.  
The teachers voted 233 yes and 1,042 not to participate in MAP 
for school year 2008-09. 
 

http://www.myocea.org/contract
http://www.myocea.org/contract/instructional_salary_differentiated-pay.pdf
http://www.myocea.org/
http://www.myocea.org/
http://www.myocea.org/
https://dashboard.okaloosaschools.com/parents/JOBLST.pgm
http://www.okaloosa.k12.fl.us/finance/Budget%20Reports%20Intranet.htm
mailto:olsens@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us


 

  

  

CCoonnttaacctt  UUss!!  
 

Okaloosa County Education 
Association 

348 Valparaiso Pkwy 
Valparaiso, FL  32580 

Telephone:  (850) 678-5940 
Fax:  (850) 678-0984 

 

Sheila Olsen, P resident  
 

Greg Butler, Executive Director 
 

Diane Jenkins, Office Secretary 
 

Mary Kirkland, Office Secretary 
 

Tami Carty, Newsletter Editor 
 
 

 

 

 

CCOOMMEE  JJOOIINN  UUSS  AASS  AA  

LLOOBBBBYYIISSTT  FFOORR  

EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONN!!  
  

TThheerree  wwiillll  nnoott  bbee  aa  mmoorree  

iimmppoorrttaanntt  ttiimmee  tthhaann  tthhee  

uuppccoommiinngg  lleeggiissllaattiivvee  sseessssiioonn  

ffoorr  tteeaacchheerrssôô  vvooiicceess  ttoo  bbee  

hheeaarrdd!!        PPlleeaassee  ccoonnssiiddeerr  

bbeeccoommiinngg  aa  lloobbbbyyiisstt  ffoorr  

eedduuccaattiioonn!!        OOCCEEAA  aanndd  FFEEAA  

wwiillll  pprroovviiddee  ttrraaiinniinngg  aanndd  TTDDEE  

ffoorr  yyoouu  ttoo  lloobbbbyy  iinn  TTaallllaahhaasssseeee..  

  

FFEEAA  rreeqquuiirreess  aallll  lloobbbbyyiissttss  ttoo  

aatttteenndd  ttrraaiinniinngg..      OOuurr  lloobbbbyyiisstt  

ttrraaiinniinngg  wwiillll  bbee  hheelldd  oonn  

TThhuurrssddaayy,,  FFeebbrruuaarryy  77,,  55::3300  aatt  

tthhee  OOCCEEAA  ooffffiiccee..  RReemmeemmbbeerr,,  

eexxppeerriieenncceedd  lloobbbbyyiissttss  aarree  aallssoo  

rreeqquuiirreedd  ttoo  aatttteenndd  tthhee  ttrraaiinniinngg..    

PPlleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt  tthhee  ooffffiiccee  iiff  yyoouu  

aarree  iinntteerreesstteedd!!  

 

 

 

TTeeaacchheerr   ooff   tt hhee  YYeeaarr   RReecceepptt iioonn  
 
The Teacher of the Year Reception will be February 28th at the 
Emerald Coast Conference Center.  Schools may decorate their 
tables with school colors, mementos, and  decorations EXCEPT 
balloons or confetti. Again NO balloons or confetti. These are 
conference center rules. Look for more information coming to your 
school soon.  
 

Barbara Stricklin, Co-Chair  
Karen Davis, Co-Chair 

 

  

MMeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  MMaatt tt eerr ss  
 

EEEEEEK!! 
 
Deadline extended 

  
The deadline for the $250 recruiter giveaway has been extended.  
If you sign up a new member by January 30, your name will be 
entered in a drawing for $250.  Be on the watch for new teachers! 

Carol Barlow, Membership Chair 

FFrroomm  tt hhee  EExxeeccuutt ii vvee  DDii rr eecctt oorr    
 

With the new year came in with a bang, but our different health 
plan from Blue Cross Blue Shield didnôt.   Any time there are 
changes, there will be issues pop up.    One of the biggest 
problems was that of employees throwing away the debit card for 
the Health Reimbursement Account (HRA).   You may use this 
VISA debit card to pay for your doctorôs visits, prescriptions, etc.    
Please read the literature that came with your card.  The IRS 
requires that you keep your receipts of medical transactions on the 
card.    If you are having specific issues with Blue Cross, please 
contact the Insurance Department at 833-3190.   They continue to 
solve the many problems that awaited them upon their return on 
January 7!    
 
When a doctor orders radiology services, such as CT scan, MRI, 
etc.,  approval must be obtained from a third-party ñmanagement 
serviceò (hired by BCBS).  The name of that provider is National 
Imaging Associates (NIA).   In my case, I had a pain.  My doctor 
ordered a CT scan.  NIA turned it down.   Needless to say, I wasnôt 

mailto:olsenr2@gmail.com
mailto:greg.butler@floridaea.org
mailto:diane.jenkins@floridaea.org
mailto:mary.kirkland.floridaea.org
mailto:tecarty@yahoo.com
mailto:stricklinb@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us
mailto:davisk@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us
mailto:barlowc@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us


  

  

  

OOCCEEAA  EExxeeccuuttiivvee  BBooaarrdd  
 

President ï Sheila Olsen 
 
Past President ï Karen Davis 
 
Chief Negotiator ï Greg Butler  
 
1

st
 VP ï Carmen Marshall-Claude 

 
2

nd
 VP ï Carol Barlow 

 
Secretary ï Monica Miller 
 
Treasurer ï Carol Hansford 
 
District I -  Linda Peaden 
 
District II - Janie Peterson 
 
District III ï Karen Peek 
 
District IV ï Bonnie Smith 
 
District V ï Noble Wyninegar 
 
District VI ï Barbie Stricklin 
 
District VII ï Tami Carty 
 
Minority ï Lilliam Walker 

 

 

 

 
The Okaloosa County Education 
Association is the exclusive 
bargaining agent for all teachers 
of the Okaloosa County School 
District.  OCEA bargains the 
master contract for all teachers 
(instructional personnel), but we 
do not enforce the provisions of 
the contract for non-members.   
 
OCEA has a policy that restricts 
its officers, staff, building reps, 
and other employees from 
providing services for non-
members or for those who join 
after experiencing a job-related 
problem.  As a result, we are 
unable to provide professional 
protection for non-members. 
 
 

happy to know that BCBS knew more about my health than my 
doctor.  After a few phone calls, I contacted our Insurance 
Department.    The same afternoon, the Districtôs area rep from 
BCBS called me so that I could explain my story.   She told me 
that the doctor on staff at NIA is supposed to call my doctor if they 
turn down a request of radiology.    
 
If your doctor orders a test and BCBS denies it, be sure to ask 
your doctor if the ñmanagement serviceò doctor called to explain 
why it was declined.  Many times additional information provided 
during that call can make a difference in the approval process. 
 
On a different topic, evaluations are beginning to take place.  If 
you are a Category I teacher and you receive anything other than 
a ñMeets Expectationsò on your evaluation, you and your evaluator 
must complete a ñProfessional Improvement Planò for each 
category you donôt receive ñM.ò   You should not consider this plan 
negative.   It is the step by step instructionsé.the who, what when 
where and how to get an ñM.ò 
 

Greg Butler, Executive Director 

SScchhoollaarr sshhiipp  NNeewwss  
The OCEA scholarship is now available at 
www.myocea.org.  This scholarship is open to any 
high school senior who has a parent that is a 
member of OCEA.  The scholarship is based on 
scholastic achievement, personal character, 
aptitude, leadership and financial need.  The recipient will receive 
$4,000 for being a full time student at any college or university. 
The money will be divided equally over 8 semesters as long as the 
student remains eligible.   
 

Lilliam Walker, Scholarship Chair 

LLeeggiissllaatt ii vvee  NNeewwss  

Hi!  My name is Karen Minks and I am the Legislative chair this 
year for OCEA and I am very excited to get started!! The session 
in Tallahassee will begin on March 4 and end on May 2.  Senate 
Bill 286, the English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) bill, 
passed the Senate K-12 Education committee by a vote this week 
of 4-2.  The new DOE Commissioner Eric Smith supported the bill. 
The bill allows Reading teachers to have only 60 hours of ESOL 
training.  The commissioner thought that 60 hours was ñmore than 
adequateò for reading teachers. THIS BILL HAS A VERY LONG 
WAY TO GO AND LAST YEAR IT WAS VETOED BY THE 
GOVERNOR!  Throughout the session, we will ask you to send 
emails to Senators and Representatives and let them know how 
you feel about issues that affect education.  Make sure you have 

mailto:olsenr2@gmail.com
mailto:davisk@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us
mailto:greg.butler@floridaea.org
mailto:carmenmc@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us
mailto:barlowc@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us
mailto:millerm@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us
mailto:hansfordc@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us
mailto:peadenl@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us
mailto:petersonja@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us
mailto:peekk@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us
mailto:smithg@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us
mailto:wyninegarn@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us
mailto:stricklinb@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us
mailto:cartyt@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us
mailto:walkerl@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us
mailto:greg.butler@floridaea.org
http://www.myocea.org/
mailto:walkerl@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us


 

signed up for FEAôs Pump up the Volume at the their web site.   
And remember, use your personal email when you register! 

Karen Minks, Legislative Chair 

NNeeww  DDii rr eecctt   LLiinnkk!!   
 

Please note we have added a new link under the Direct Link 
section on the first page of the newsletter.   This link will take you 
to your schoolôs discretionary budget on the Districtôs finance 
department web page!  Bookmark the page as a Favorite and 
revisit the page when you are told your school has no money!   
Please remember that the information contained in those reports  
is usually from the end of the previous month. 
 
 

CCaalleennddaarr   SSuurr vveeyy  UUPPDDAATTEE  
 

The results of the second OCEA calendar survey are in.   OCEA 
members voted 306 for even semesters and 305 for uneven 
semesters.      
 
Since a majority of our membership does not prefer one of the 
calendars, OCEA will not have a preference for the even or 
uneven semester calendars.   We do recommend that if you feel 
strongly for one or the other calendars, we encourage you to 
attend one of the public hearings regarding the school calendar.   
The next hearing will be January 24 at 5:00 PM at the Nutrition 
Center in Niceville.   The final meeting will be held at Antioch 
Elementary in Crestview on February 13 at 6:00 PM. 
 
 

Karen Peek, Calendar Chair 
 
 

http://capwiz.com/nea/fl/mlm/signup/
mailto:minksk@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us
mailto:peekk@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us

