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DDaatt eess  tt oo  RReemmeemmbbeerr      
 
 
Elementary Early Release 
February 13, 2008 
 
BR Meeting 
OCEA Office 
February 14, 2008 
 
PRESIDENTSô DAY HOLIDAY 
February 18, 2008 

 
School Board Meeting 
Crestview Courthouse 
February 25, 2008 @ 4:00 PM 
 
Read Across America 
March 3, 2008 
 
Executive Board Meeting 
OCEA Office 
March 6, 2008 
 
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS 
March 9, 2008 
 
School Board Meeting 
BAO 
March 10, 2008 @ 6:00 PM 
 
Elementary Early Release 
March 12, 2008 
 
School Board Meeting 
Crestview Courthouse 
March 24, 2008 @ 4:00 PM 
 
Teacher Workday 
March 28, 2008 
 
Spring Break 
March 31 ï April 4, 2008 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

SShheeiillaaôôss  SShhoouuttss  
Happy Valentines Day!  The legislative session 
begins in March and the Governor has released his 
proposed budget.  He has made a good-faith effort 
to avoid harming public education.  Governor Crist 
would increase education funding by $1 billion, 
which is a 5% increase over current funding level.  

Governor Cristôs budget would use rainy day funds to fill in the 
shortfall.  Ray Sansom stated in the Orlando Sentinel that he will 
not go along with the Governorôs plan.  We support the Governorôs 
budget and hope that the powers that be in Tallahassee will see 
that there is ñno goodò that can come from cutting public 
education. 
  
We will also be monitoring Ethics in Education SB 7038 very 
closely.  Senator Don Gaetz sponsors this bill with Senator Lisa 
Carlton.  The proposed bill contains some very unsettling language 
about teachers and teaching certificates.  We will keep you 
informed.   
 
At our recent Gulf Coast Leadership Conference, Pam Cooper, 
FEA General Counsel provided information on teachers and 
ñblogging.ò  It is her opinion that teachers should not blog.  
However, if you do, be extremely cautious about the content.  
Click here to read the article ñTo Blog or Not to Blogò 
prepared by the FEA Legal Dept.  Additionally, Pam provided this 
link for requesting removal of derogatory information or an 
imposter profile of a teacher on MySpace.  
  
On another note, administrators should not have a pre-determined 
checklist or a ñlook forò list when they walk through your room.  
They can bring a blank piece of paper or a notebook.  You can 
request a copy of your administratorôs notes.  These notes can not 
be used on your evaluation.  If they are used on your evaluation, 
please contact us. 
  
We continue to work with the district to stop political emails sent to 
school email accounts.  
  
Thanks for your OCEA membership and if I can do anything for 
you please contact me at 217-9043.     

Sheila Olsen, President 

http://www.myocea.org/archives/blog_no_blog.doc
http://www.myspace.com/Modules/Help/Pages/HelpCenter.aspx?Catergory=2&Question=39
http://www.myspace.com/Modules/Help/Pages/HelpCenter.aspx?Catergory=2&Question=39
http://www.myspace.com/Modules/Help/Pages/HelpCenter.aspx?Catergory=2&Question=39
mailto:olsens@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us


  

DDiirreecctt  LLiinnkkss  

MMaasstteerr  CCoonnttrraacctt  

22000077--0088  SSaallaarryy  SScchheedduulleess        

mmyyoocceeaa..oorrgg  

JJoobb  DDeessccrriippttiioonnss  

OOAASSIISS  JJoobb  TTrraannssffeerrss  

SScchhooooll  DDiissccrreettiioonnaarryy  FFuunnddss  

  

  

  

CCoonnttaacctt  UUss!!  
  

OOkkaalloooossaa  CCoouunnttyy  EEdduuccaattiioonn  

AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  
334488  VVaallppaarraaiissoo  PPkkwwyy  

VVaallppaarraaiissoo,,  FFLL    3322558800  

TTeelleepphhoonnee::    ((885500))  667788--55994400  

FFaaxx::    ((885500))  667788--00998844  

  

SShh ee ii ll aa   OOll ssee nn ,,   PPrr ee ss ii dd ee nn tt   
  

GGrreegg  BBuuttlleerr,,  EExxeeccuuttiivvee  DDiirreeccttoorr  

  

DDiiaannee  JJeennkkiinnss,,  OOffffiiccee  SSeeccrreettaarryy  

  

MMaarryy  KKiirrkkllaanndd,,  OOffffiiccee  SSeeccrreettaarryy  

  

TTaammii  CCaarrttyy,,  NNeewwsslleetttteerr  EEddiittoorr  

  

  

  

  

EEdd uu ccaa tt oo rr   EExx pp ee nn ssee   

  TTaa xx   DD ee dd uu cc tt ii oo nn   
  

EElliiggiibbllee  eedduuccaattoorrss  ccaann  ddeedduucctt  

uupp  ttoo  $$225500  ffoorr  eexxppeennsseess  oonn  

22000077  ttaaxx  ffoorrmm..  

LLooookk  ffoorr  tthhee  ññEEdduuccaattoorr  

EExxppeennsseeòò  lliinnee  iitteemm  wwhheenn  yyoouu  

pprreeppaarree  yyoouurr  ttaaxxeess  ffoorr  22000077..  

YYoouu  ccaann  ddeedduucctt  qquuaalliiffiieedd  

eexxppeennsseess  uupp  ttoo  $$225500  eevveenn  iiff  

yyoouu  ddoo  nnoott  iitteemmiizzee  ddeedduuccttiioonnss  

oonn  FFoorrmm  11004400,,  SScchheedduullee  AA..      

CClliicckk  hheerree  ffoorr  mmoorree  

iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn..  

  

 
 

  

AA  TTrriibbuuttee  ttoo    

OOnnee  ooff  OOuurr  OOwwnn  

 

Carmen Michelle Wiggins 

 
It is with a sad heart that we report the loss of one of our members 
and colleagues.  Carmen Michelle Wiggins taught at Niceville 
Senior High School in the IT Institute.  She was a member of 
OCEA since 2002.  Carmen passed away Saturday, February 2, 
2008 at her home in Fort Walton Beach.  Because of her 
membership in OCEA, her family will receive a $10,000  life 
insurance benefit.  All OCEA members automatically receive this 
benefit through their membership, provided they have completed 
the pink beneficiary card.  This sad occasion reminds us to be sure 
that we have all filled out the pink benefit card we received in our 
new membership package. 
 
The following is a tribute to Carmen Michelle (Missy) Wiggins 
written by those who had the pleasure of working with 
Carmen in the IT Institute at Niceville Senior High School: 
 
When it comes to building relationships with students and instilling 
a passion for art, there was no one finer than Carmen Wiggins.  
Ms. Wiggins joined the CHOICE IT staff at Niceville High School 
as it began 4 years ago and changed the world of career 
education forever through her Adobe Academy.  Carmen worked 
for years as a graphic designer and graphic artist.  She returned to 
school to earn her teaching certification because she wanted to 
spend more time working with people.  Her passion for art 
combined with her passion for students enabled her to touch the 
lives of many.  In just three years she built a program so strong 
that we had to hire an additional teacher for our Adobe classes.  
She spent her summers earning her national industry certifications 
in Adobe Photoshop and InDesign as well as finding creative 
projects to inspire her students to excel.   
 
So many of her artistic students were burdened with personal 
issues, and she took each one of those students into her heart and 
encouraged them to work through their issues with art as an outlet.  
Her talents, support, and constant smile gave them the confidence 
to enter competitions which brought numerous awards to her 
classroom.  In addition, she encouraged them to certify their skills 
by earning the Adobe certifications.  Carmen Wiggins and her 
students brought a great deal of pride and publicity to the IT 
Institute.  In her honor the students are working hard to continue 
her legacy as well as prepare tributes to her life.  A scholarship 

http://www.myocea.org/contract/ocea_contract06-09.pdf
http://www.myocea.org/contract/ocea_contract06-09.pdf
http://myocea.org/contract/ocea_salary_schedule_07_08.pdf
http://www.myocea.org/
http://www.myocea.org/
http://www.myocea.org/jobs/
https://dashboard.okaloosaschools.com/parents/JOBLST.pgm
http://www.okaloosa.k12.fl.us/finance/Budget%20Reports%20Intranet.htm
http://www.okaloosa.k12.fl.us/finance/Budget%20Reports%20Intranet.htm
mailto:olsenr2@gmail.com
mailto:greg.butler@floridaea.org
mailto:diane.jenkins@floridaea.org
mailto:mary.kirkland.floridaea.org
mailto:tecarty@yahoo.com
http://www.neamb.com/money_articles/020408A.jsp
http://www.neamb.com/money_articles/020408A.jsp


  
  

OOCCEEAA  EExxeeccuuttiivvee  BBooaarrdd  
  

PPrreessiiddeenntt  ïï  SShheeiillaa  OOllsseenn  

  

PPaasstt  PPrreessiiddeenntt  ïï  KKaarreenn  DDaavviiss  

  

CChhiieeff  NNeeggoottiiaattoorr  ïï  GGrreegg  BBuuttlleerr    

  

11
sstt

  VVPP  ïï  CCaarrmmeenn  MMaarrsshhaallll--CCllaauuddee  

  

22
nndd

  VVPP  ïï  CCaarrooll  BBaarrllooww  

  

SSeeccrreettaarryy  ïï  MMoonniiccaa  MMiilllleerr  

  

TTrreeaassuurreerr  ïï  CCaarrooll  HHaannssffoorrdd  

  

DDiissttrriicctt  II  --    LLiinnddaa  PPeeaaddeenn  

  

DDiissttrriicctt  IIII  --  JJaanniiee  PPeetteerrssoonn  

  

DDiissttrriicctt  IIIIII  ïï  KKaarreenn  PPeeeekk  

  

DDiissttrriicctt  IIVV  ïï  BBoonnnniiee  SSmmiitthh  

  

DDiissttrriicctt  VV  ïï  NNoobbllee  WWyynniinneeggaarr  

  

DDiissttrriicctt  VVII  ïï  BBaarrbbiiee  SSttrriicckklliinn  

  

DDiissttrriicctt  VVIIII  ïï  TTaammii  CCaarrttyy  

  

MMiinnoorriittyy  ïï  LLiilllliiaamm  WWaallkkeerr  

  

  

  

  
TThhee  OOkkaalloooossaa  CCoouunnttyy  EEdduuccaattiioonn  

AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  iiss  tthhee  eexxcclluussiivvee  

bbaarrggaaiinniinngg  aaggeenntt  ffoorr  aallll  tteeaacchheerrss  

ooff  tthhee  OOkkaalloooossaa  CCoouunnttyy  SScchhooooll  

DDiissttrriicctt..    OOCCEEAA  bbaarrggaaiinnss  tthhee  

mmaasstteerr  ccoonnttrraacctt  ffoorr  aallll  tteeaacchheerrss  

((iinnssttrruuccttiioonnaall  ppeerrssoonnnneell)),,  bbuutt  wwee  

ddoo  nnoott  eennffoorrccee  tthhee  pprroovviissiioonnss  ooff  

tthhee  ccoonnttrraacctt  ffoorr  nnoonn--mmeemmbbeerrss..      

  

OOCCEEAA  hhaass  aa  ppoolliiccyy  tthhaatt  rreessttrriiccttss  

iittss  ooffffiicceerrss,,  ssttaaffff,,  bbuuiillddiinngg  rreeppss,,  

aanndd  ootthheerr  eemmppllooyyeeeess  ffrroomm  

pprroovviiddiinngg  sseerrvviicceess  ffoorr  nnoonn--

mmeemmbbeerrss  oorr  ffoorr  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  jjooiinn  

aafftteerr  eexxppeerriieenncciinngg  aa  jjoobb--rreellaatteedd  

pprroobblleemm..    AAss  aa  rreessuulltt,,  wwee  aarree  

uunnaabbllee  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  pprrooffeessssiioonnaall  

pprrootteeccttiioonn  ffoorr  nnoonn--mmeemmbbeerrss..  
 
 
 
 

fund is established to be awarded to one of her students that plan 
to continue their dream in the world of graphic arts.  While this has 
been an extremely difficult week for the staff and students of the IT 
Institute, we have bonded as a family to help each other heal as 
she taught us all to do.   

 

TThhrreeee  FFiinnaalliissttss  SSeelleecctteedd  ffoorr  OOkkaalloooossaa  TTeeaacchheerr  

ooff  tthhee  YYeeaarr!!  
 
The Teacher of the Year Selection Committee met to select the 
three finalists for Teacher of the Year for Okaloosa County on 
Tuesday, February 5th.  The committee had a difficult time as there 
were so many outstanding applicants.  The Committee would like 
to announce that Christa Whittaker of Fort Walton Beach High, 
April Branscome of Niceville High and Amy Bowden of Bluewater 
Elementary were selected as the three finalists.  These three 
outstanding teachers will be observed by the Selection Committee 
the week of February 11th.   The winner will be announced at the 
Teacher of the Year banquet held February 28, 2008 at the 
Emerald Coast Conference Center.  To read more about the three 
finalists and see a list of each schoolôs Teacher of the Year, click 
here. 
 

     Carmen Marshall-Claude 
   Teacher of the Year Selection Committee 

 

  

MMeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  MMaatttteerrss  
 
Congratulations to George Harrison of Pryor Middle 
School!  He won $250 dollars in our recruiter 
drawing.  Thanks to all our members who recruited 

during this drive.  This month, if you sign up a new member, you 
will receive a $20 recruiting bonus.  Remember: Membership is 
Job One! 

Carol Barlow, Membership Chair 

SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp  NNeewwss  
 
Deadline for the OCEA scholarship is April 29, 2008 
at 5:00 p.m.  Scholarship applications and all 
supporting documentation must be in the OCEA 
office by this deadline. 
 

Lilliam Walker, Scholarship Chair 
 
 

mailto:olsenr2@gmail.com
mailto:davisk@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us
mailto:greg.butler@floridaea.org
mailto:carmenmc@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us
mailto:barlowc@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us
mailto:millerm@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us
mailto:hansfordc@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us
mailto:peadenl@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us
mailto:petersonja@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us
mailto:peekk@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us
mailto:smithg@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us
mailto:wyninegarn@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us
mailto:stricklinb@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us
mailto:cartyt@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us
mailto:walkerl@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us
http://www.okaloosaschools.com/okaloosaschools/absolutenm/templates/template_nimg.aspx?articleid=396&zoneid=3
http://www.okaloosaschools.com/okaloosaschools/absolutenm/templates/template_nimg.aspx?articleid=396&zoneid=3
http://www.okaloosaschools.com/okaloosaschools/absolutenm/templates/template_nimg.aspx?articleid=396&zoneid=3
mailto:carmenmc@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us
mailto:barlowc@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us
mailto:walkerl@mail.okaloosa.k12.fl.us


  

  

  

  

OOkkaalloooossaa  PPAACC  CCoonnttrriibbuuttiioonn  

RReeffuunndd  

IIff  yyoouu  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ttoo  rreecceeiivvee  aa  

rreeffuunndd  ooff  yyoouurr  $$66..0000  OOkkaalloooossaa  

PPAACC  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiioonn,,  pplleeaassee  nnoottiiffyy  

tthhee  OOCCEEAA  ooffffiiccee  iinn  wwrriittiinngg  nnoo  

llaatteerr  tthhaann  AApprriill  11..    YYoouu  wwiillll  

rreecceeiivvee  yyoouurr  rreeffuunndd  iinn  AAuugguusstt..    

TThhee  OOkkaalloooossaa  PPAACC  dduueess  aarree  

uusseedd  ttoo  ssuuppppoorrtt  ssoommee  llooccaall  

ccaannddiiddaatteess  bbuutt  mmaaiinnllyy  ffoorr  

tthhoossee  rruunnnniinngg  ffoorr  ssttaattee  ooffffiicceess  

wwhhoo  ssuuppppoorrtt  ppuubblliicc  eedduuccaattiioonn..    

PPlleeaassee  ccaallll  tthhee  ooffffiiccee  iiff  yyoouu  

hhaavvee  aannyy  qquueessttiioonnss..  

  

  

AAFFTT  aanndd  NNEEAA  CCoonnvveennttiioonnss  

TThhee  NNEEAA  CCoonnvveennttiioonn  wwiillll  bbee  

hheelldd  JJuullyy  11--66  iinn  WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,,  

DD..CC..    TThhee  AAFFTT  CCoonnvveennttiioonn  wwiillll  

bbee  hheelldd  JJuullyy  1100--1144  iinn  CChhiiccaaggoo..    

IIff  yyoouu  aarree  iinntteerreesstteedd  iinn  sseerrvviinngg  

aass  aa  ddeelleeggaattee  ttoo  eeiitthheerr  ooff  tthheessee  

CCoonnvveennttiioonnss,,  pplleeaassee  ssuubbmmiitt  

yyoouurr  nnaammee  iinn  wwrriittiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  

OOCCEEAA  ooffffiiccee  nnoo  llaatteerr  tthhaann  

FFeebbrruuaarryy  2222..    IIff  yyoouu  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  

mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oonn  tthhee  

CCoonnvveennttiioonnss,,  pplleeaassee  ccaallll  DDiiaannee  

oorr  MMaarryy  667788--55994400..  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FFrroomm  tthhee  EExxeeccuuttiivvee  DDiirreeccttoorr   
 
While at the bargaining table last October, we agreed to explore 
changes or improvements to the teacher evaluation system.   It 
has been in place for over 20 years without any modifications.    
We will enlist the help of Jean Hood, former OCEA negotiator and 
retired teacher, and Becky Spence, retired director of personnel to 
investigate changes.   In addition, a committee comprised of three 
administrators, three district office personnel and seven teachers 
will provide input to Jean and Becky.   
 
You may have heard administrators state there will be a new 
evaluation tool next year.  To that I say, ñmaybe or maybe not.ò    If 
changes are suggested, they must come to the negotiations team 
and Executive Board.   We are all in favor of streamlining the 
evaluation, but we are strongly against making teachers ñjump 
through hoopsò to get a good evaluation.     
 
The District has collected evaluation instruments from other 
Florida districts, some of which are 20+ pages long!    I will 
suggest that the District compare Okaloosa studentsô performance 
with that of the district with the 20+ page evaluation.    
 
The Master Contract on-line has been updated with the additional 
language ratified last November.   The new language is indicated 
by bold italics.  Also, each line of the contract is now numbered 
for easier reference.  Check out the direct link, or click here to 
view the updated contract.   
 
Did you know that you can check the balance of your new HRA 
debit card on-line?   Go to www.myflexonline.com to register.    
After you have signed up, not only can you check the balance on 
your card, you can also see details of all charges.   Remember, 
your HRA funds can only be used for qualified expenses.  You 
must save your receipts, unless you use one of the ñNo Receipt 
Retailers.ò  This website also lists the qualified expenses as well 
as the No Receipt Retailers.    
 

Greg Butler, Executive Director 
 

LLeeggiissllaattiivvee  NNeewwss  

 
It is hard to believe that the Legislative session is upon us!  The 
session in Tallahassee will begin on March 4 and end on May 2.  
There was a reduction to the 2007-08 education budget last fall.  
We may see even more in the second semester.   Budget cuts in 
the second semester of the school year would cause chaos as 
programs are cut!    The Legislature constantly reminded the 
public that our schools would be ñheld harmlessò even though 

http://www.myocea.org/contract/ocea_contract06-09.pdf
http://www.myocea.org/contract/ocea_contract06-09.pdf
http://www.myocea.org/contract/ocea_contract06-09.pdf
http://www.myflexonline.com/
mailto:greg.butler@floridaea.org



