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Jan. 5" Executive Board Meeting Happy New Year! Now that we have comein
5:00 P.M. OCEA Office the second semester, we begin looking at our
supplies or maybe other needs that you have for E—
Jan. 9" School Board Megting your classroom. Now you can check your schools budget on-line! |
6:00 P.M. District Office spoke to Rita Scallion and she informed me that December is posted
and January will be posted as you are reading this article. Instructions
Jan. 12" BR Meseting to access your budget islocated el sewhere in this newsletter. Check it
4:30 P.M. OCEA Office out!
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16" MLK, Jr. Holiday

. 239 School Board Meeting
4:00 P.M. Crestview

39 Executive Board Meeting
5:00 P.M. OCEA Office

7" FloridaWrites
8" FCAT Writing+

9" BRMeeting
4:30 P.M. OCEA Office

13" School Board Meeting

6:00 P.M. District Office
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Now that we have returned to school, you might see new facesin the
building. Remember to ask them to join OCEA! We hear too often
that people haven’t joined because they were never asked! We
continue to offer you recruiter incentives to sign up new members.
Remember, membership is everyone®responsibility.

Please take the time to complete the negotiations survey. Now isthe
time to become involved. We negotiate the whole book every three
years. Our contract language gives us the working conditions that we
rightfully deserve.

A few months ago, the company that carried your $ 10,000 AD/D
policy cancelled it. Good news...we have found another carrier! Look
for more information in the next newsl etter.

Remember to check out our website before you go to your dentist to
make sure he/sheis still in the United Concordia network. A few
members reported they had dental work done in the Fall and weretold
by their dentists they were no longer a UC provider. After afew phone
calls, our members received refunds from United Concordia. Please
visit our website and verify your dentist is still in the network before
going to your appointment. Also, remember that we meet monthly
with our insurance companies' representatives. If you ever have a
problem with insurance, contact the office so we can help you. We
hope to continue to improve insurance benefits during this negotiation
session. Insuranceisexpensive and it is always a balance between
salary and insurance.

Asaways, if | can assist you in anything please call me at 217-9043.

Sheila Olsen




How to find your school’s
Discretionary Fund Balance:

Goto

www.okal oosaschools.com
Click Governance and
Organizations

Click Departments

Click Finance

Click on the Schoolhouse
Scroll to find your school
Click on Current Y ear
Flexible Projects

If you would like arefund of your $6
Okaloosa-PAC contribution, please
notify the OCEA office in writing no
later than April 1, 2006

INews From Your Chief Negotiator|

Negotiations Survey!

Preparations for negotiating our 2006-2009 Collective Bargaining
Agreement will begin very soon. The negotiations committee needs
your input! Thisyear, we are using AFT’ s web-based survey that |
have tailored specially for OCEA.

In order to access the survey, you will need to type the following URL
in your web browser: www.myocea.org/survey Thelink to the
survey will be displayed on that page. Simply click the link and the
survey will load. There are 25 multiple choice questions and an area
that you can type additional comments. Make sure you click the
“Submit” button at the end of the survey so that your responses will be
calculated. The survey should take less than 5 minutes to complete.
The survey will be closed on January 31, so please complete it soon.
We need and value everyon€e' s input!

Greg Butler, Chief Negotiator

IM ember ship News
$50 Recruiter Bonus Extended FINAL MONTH!

Due to the success of the $50 recruiter bonus, the program has been
extended for onefinal month.  Sign on a new member between now
and February 9 and you will get a$50 bonus. A couple of members
that have taken advantage of this program have received enough in
bonuses to pay their annual dues! This specia bonus program will not
be offered after the February 9™ deadline.

Many schools have new teachers the second semester. Please ensure
that your school’ s new teachers understand the benefits of belonging.
Membership dues are $38.49 per month. Always have a membership
application handy. If you need applications or brochures, contact your
building rep or call Diane or Mary at the office 678-5940.

COMING SOON!
YOUR NEW FEA/ACCESSMEMBERSHIP CARD
OCEA members will begin to enjoy BIG savings when we receive our
new 2006-08 FEA/Access membership card in February.

The new membership card will provide up to 50% savings at over
100,000 locations. To get a sneak preview of what our new card will
offer, log on to www.feaweb.org and select FEA Membership, then
FEA Member Benefits.

Greg Butler, Membership Chair
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TEACHER OF THE YEAR|

BANQUET]

Our Teacher of the Y ear Banquet will be
held January 31, 2006 at the Emerald
Coast Conference Center on Okaloosa
Island. Food will be provided by our own
cook-chill. SheilaOlsen and | will be
meeting with Mr. Kranz to decide the
menu. Please set aside thisimportant
date to join your colleaguesin an evening
of food and fun.

Barbie Stricklin, 1st Vice President

IOCEA SCHOLARSHIP
IAPPLICATIONS

If you have a senior in high school this
year and would like to apply for the
OCEA Scholarship, please have your
child go to the Guidance Office at their
school in February and pick up an
application. A portion of our
membership goes toward two
scholarships to our members@hildren.
Y ou may also request an application by
caling the office at 678-5940. If you
need more information, contact Janie
Peterson, Scholarship Committee Chair
at Bob Sikes Elementary.

[Teacher of the Year]

Congratulations to those who have been selected as Teachers of the
Year. The committee will be working this month to select the
Okaloosa honoree. The Okaloosa Teacher of the Y ear will be
announced at the reception on January 31.

2005-2006 Teacher of the Year Nominees

Antioch Nita Springle
Baker Eddie Dennis
Balet Academy  Tamaa Cusumano
Bluewater Carla Edwards
Bob Sikes Margie Jordan
Bruner Cynthia Peterson
Cherokee Charlotte Johnson
Choctaw Claudia Hesse
Crestview David Cadle
Davidson Carol Cassity
Destin Elem Mary Noser
Destin Middle Joni Bell

DJ) Aron Scott

ECCI Greg Butler

Edge Linda Allgood
Edwins Ruth Wratten
Elliott Point Lisa Clayton
Florosa Teri Morgan
FWB Lynn Mayfield
Kenwood Jan Griffith
Laurel Hill TheresaRiley
Lewis Jane Kleppinger
Longwood Jacqueline Whittle
Mary Esther GinaBriggs
Meigs Mary Thigpen
Niceville Shawnea Tallman
Northwood Kathy Senterfitt
Oak Hill Pamela Burrough
Common Campus Sharon Thetford
Ocean City Judy Timms

Plew AletaMilton
Pryor Karen Rodgers
Richbourg Mary Beth Jackson
Ruckel Toni Thompson
Shalimar Nancy Strong
Silver Sands Donna Koch
Southside Connie Grecu
Walker Amelia Albano
Wright Sherri George
Valparaiso Susan Hart

Karen Davis



